2 refused exit to students planning to study abroad, even at the American University in Central Asia. In February 2011, the government imposed new restrictions on students and faculty, although in March it recognized foreign degrees. However, in April 2011, reports circulated that students returning from abroad for the summer would not be allowed to leave. Educational content and processes are highly politicized; candid assessment by external reviewers is unthinkable.
Uzbekistan participates in a broader range of European Union-funded education programs, than does Turkmenistan, and hosts three international universities. It claims intentions to adopt Bologna process reforms on its TEMPUS (Trans-European Mobility Scheme for University Studies) Uzbekistan Web page. However, higher education remains under strict government control, and Uzbekistan is unlikely to establish a nongovernmental assessment agency, as the Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area require. Even less likely is evaluation by international specialized accrediting agencies or agencies in the European Quality Assurance Register that are certified to conduct audits outside their home countries.
Tajikistan is the poorest of the former-Soviet republics, with a gross domestic product per capita of US$2,000. Political leaders discourage alternative ideas; even before the current Middle East unrest, parents were asked to bring students home from foreign Islamic schools; and Tajikistan's only private university regularly is threatened with closure. Both Tajikistan's ability to support higher education reform financially and its willingness to insert external critiques into its unsteady political balance are 
UNEVEN PROGRESS
Internationalized quality assessment is progressing unevenly throughout central Asia, due to political choices and finances, not educational needs. Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan do not desire external scrutiny. Tajikistan is too poor and too unstable to finance and accept the disruptions that reform might cause. Kyrgyzstan, equally poor 6 and unstable, seems willing to accept whatever donors are willing to fund. Kazakhstan, economically stable and a Bologna process signatory, boasts the most internationalized quality-assessment processes in the region. However, since its president, Nursultan Nazarbayev, was re-elected in April 2011 with 95 percent of the vote, observers might question the determinants of institutional rankings and national assessments.
Transparent assessment processes are not yet the norm, even in Kyrgyzstan and
Kazakhstan.
